' of the trial was held in camera, .7
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" THE PRISONER

investigiting the case of Mr, Gerald
Brooke exclusively for this Service. He
Teports as follows: : e

On April 29 last year, agents of the
Sovict KGB went to the flat of one Yurii
Konstantinov in Kropotkin  Strect,
Moscow, and arrestéd twenty-six-years
‘0ld Gerald Brooke, a teacherof Russian

~'at Holborn College, London,** " - P

. Woestern journalists ‘in’ the ‘capital
got wind of this twé days later, but
Brooke was held incommunicado for nearly
a fortnight. Not until July 10, when he

" “was charged with anti-Sovicy activities
. 'and subversion, was the Russian public
_+informed. S s o

Av first, it looked as i{a full-scale
show trial was planncd. The theatre of
the Central Artists’ House was prepared.
In the event, what has been describied
as the first completcly political trial‘in
*Russia since that of Bukharin and his
‘associates in 1938 differed markedly in

" 7 that; When it took place on July 22 and

.23, the western Press was excluded! Part
; Lo
| . " Brooke's wife had ‘suffered a ‘night:
long secret police interrogation, but was
not charged. Brooke told the Court: '
recognisc myself as’ completely * and
totally guilty”. He was "“‘defended” by
* the notorious Nikolai' Borovik, a KGB
b’y hil C“Cﬂltcr; .‘.‘.' ‘- p wlis :\\.‘-m,.i . '..-u-
T . Door o sbannr
{ Confused Reports P e
77 Soviet ‘newspapers ' (notably.” Trud
and Krasnaya Qrezda); fed colourful’and
somctimes contradictory information by
the KGB, had a ficld day. Itis no wonder
" that somewhat confused reports appeared
in thé western Press. Bus the ' verdict,
and even the sentenice, were correctly

o predicted,s’ - et et T B
17 " Found glilty,” Brooke' was sent to
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*‘This 1s the sort of situation in which]
one can- usually spot an Intelligence
agent who is immediately disowned by
his own Government. Mr. Greville
Wynne (sentenced for espionage in 1963
and later exchanged for the Russian spy
Lonsdale} was a good example of this. |
.0 Just as Wynnc (whosc nerves were
shattered by his ordeal) went bebind the |
Iron Curtain on legitimate business, with
a part-time Intelligence assignment, 50
iBrooke went to Moscow as a bona fide
delegate with ¢ertain other commissions”
{—but from a different source. -+
Ve B i s demr
INTS e 00T
=" As it emerged at his trial, specific to
the indictment were charges ‘that he
'acted as a courier and agent for, the
;Popular Labour - Alliance,-~or., NTS
- (Narodno Trudovoi Sopuz)o e et o0
i Stwdents'of the cold -war will know
ithat NTS has nothing to do with British
.[Intelligence.. Successive: Governments
“have rcgarded it with an edginess akin
to thay of the .U.S.  State , Department
tis-d-vis the anti-Castro Cuban exiles..
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* " Arrest and Torture

Frankfurt. There, in 1954, the MVD
agent N. E. Khokhlov was sent to murder

a gun disguised as a cigarctte pack.
XKhoklilov changéd his mind, defected to
the West, and made world headlines.

western Europes. j.ais .60 ratan’d Lo
.+, The chief NTS headquarters.is in
Paris, whence it claims to-have ¥ent.a
hundred million' newspapers .and-othct
items of literaturc into Russia by various
means. It also scnds cheap plastic and
rubber printing “mats” for casy use by
underground  presses in sitw. .- When
Brooke was arrested, some of these were
founde o sr rrges zend anenld ot e
_.-.;NTS has .its, own_ broadcasting
station,: Radio Free Riussia, which  is
siibject to severe jamming but is heard as
far away as Viadivostok.,. -t iz vicud,

It has another headquartcrs’ at |

ne of its leaders, G. 8. Okolovich, with

Soviet ‘policc have captured and

tortured many an NTS man, while the |
‘Russian  authoritics C
‘accused. the organisation . of violent i'

methods. And, in 1953, a secrct M\YD
report called *Oricntation on the Anti- -

have | frequently |

y. : P
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| thinking of the late Boriy Pasternak And j1,; {he KGB had discovered a list with |
the names and addresses of 212 people— |

alleged NTS supporters—which he was .

employee who ",‘ paid by ‘the staid and

| by the formation of small cells in the

=" Nor has NTS’s philosophy xiuch'in
common with that of rebel intcllectuals
speaking, it is more of ‘an’age With- the g i
dccp-sca{cd, meditative, almost religious .the Soviet Union™. .. - -

At Brooke’s trial,. it was claimed

‘it has a long memory. -, . - .
NTSwas formed in the carly *30s by
.a group of Russian studeats from” wesi

ropean universitics, Infiltration began ™" - S : .
Europ \ 20 ctandably, NTS (writing to its friends

Sovict Union in 1932, Other ‘activitiéi from Frankfurt) claimed that thesc 212
included  (in  1935) *were only the names .of prospects

e order by bul?cc):;:}"]g . )cfzﬂcts sclected from  directories and mnews-
Many Infiltrators.;

. a2 " papers to receive unsolicited propaganda
PRy L1 S s gy o 2R AT o l‘. X LG : .
e TR were intelligent’ and not likely to swallow this.; ;. 5ol
dedicated expatriates making ‘“‘a’serious .- .

FEPERTIEN LY TN S P S A

se0ri ! material. Regrettably, the KGB were.

produce a sct of ideas with: greater

and profound intcllcctvual'_cho_rj:-"t(_iA Wt”mg AIgEHf RO

Lto ‘deliver to Konstantinov. Under-

Sovict  Organisation - NTS” - concluded b

‘like Tarsis.and Yevtushenko. Politically thatit was “the only émigré organisation
¥ . actively functioning on the territory of” .

'
'
{
i
1

L

{ gaol for a year, with four further years i
' a labour camp. He has just been taken,

{weakencd by a deplorable prison diet at

iVladimir, to Mordovia labour colony on

“the Volga, v .

: He was last scen by a British Consul

"on March 6, when he was given a food
parcel. Others have been returned. He is
allowed two & year at the-camp. He
could casily die there, although he is only
twenty-seven. - o :
g ) oo S 2T DR P

P el b e
Brooke’s Assignmeni .

newspapers scemed unable to dedide
whether Brooke was employed by British

Intclligence or by a Russian émigré

organisation,: it et
Reports  published in' the * West

tended to suggest’ ‘that -he was the

« attraction for the people of Russia tha

of several NTS “'saboteurs”, ™

after, the

strategic positions.

! relevance and with a stronger’ power of physically delicate young man, his spirit
. already broken b
Vliadimir, his body gravely weakened by
1 4 dict which has consisicd partly of fish-
heads, slaving miscrably amongst his

fellow-convicis at a camp -200 miles |

-the dogmas of Communism", ‘They
| attracted support from many “people;
including some who had bitter reasons
for hatred of Bolshevik Russia,w 4% #=a7

In 1938, the year of some of Stalin's
worst purge trials, in which thousands nor
perished, the OGPU claimed the qaptu'ré

- In World War 1I, the 'Soviets

I found it convenient to charge NTS withi

In the days before the trial, virulent l pro-Nazism. But NTS claimed that it was

. h complcte i-Nazi ; ¢
as their comments were, the Russian pletely anti-Nazi before, as well i

Molotov-Ribbentrop pact,
(" Neither Stalin nor Hitler.”) The war's
confused mass-movements of population

cnabled many NTS infiltrators to take up went to Moscow last ycar as a willing
P e . N e

IR S E agent of the NTS. He is' intelligent, !
3,7 {ra ol VY politically perhaps rather simple, and

Why is Gerald Brooke, a sensitive,

the Lubianka and the

' C
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th-cast of Moscow? -

1d in Britain; and that he is

There is now no doubt that Brooke

Solidarism ... ;- «7a=il wllnsinatit certainly an idealist; he was certainly

Western commentators have “sug: -
"% gested that Jic is being held to ransom by
the RussiZns; that the price is the
Krogess, Peter and Helen, top Sovict
agents hg

being callously maltreated so that the :
British Press will force the Government's
hand in this. dreee, Sy

Solidarism-—Man'’s cooperation, brothek

innocent head of a delegation of teachers ™ NTS™Bélicves ' in * what 7iti:calls untrained for such a dangerous job. But, °

who had somchow falien foul of the Soviet
‘authoritics -and had been’ sciected “by

a &m gm.!,“.ld i its..paliti . policies. as, -
fhem as R seEpEABPISY ‘Rﬁlﬁﬁﬂg@@%@wﬁﬁw&ﬁ1;5Rooo40005600,2-4 o

“Tood—Christian tolcrance; and chafity continueq
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